CONDITIONS   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS—NAVIGATION
sheds a vivid light on the commercial life of the period: "During
a time of scarcity, the merchant Christoforus of Tours learned that
a great stock of wine had just arrived in Orleans. He set off imme-
diately, well furnished with money by his father-in-law, doubtless
a merchant like himself, bought the wine, and had it placed aboard
some boats. He then proceeded to return homewards on horse-
back, but was killed on the way by two Saxon slaves who accom-
panied him." Here is an example of mercantile speculation which
has nothing mediaeval about it. This Christoforus was evidently
a great merchant, that is to say, a wholesale merchant who wanted
to do a good stroke of business by snapping up all the wine on the
market. And it should be noted that he acted alone. There was
nothing in this transaction to recall the guilds or commercial
exchanges; it was an instance of individualistic commerce of the
Roman type.1 And Gregory of Tours mentions that other merchants
made similar speculations.2
There was also a good deal of fraud. Gregory of Tours3 tells us
of a merchant who with a trians made 100 solidi by adulterating
his wine. He, no doubt, was a retail merchant.
There were certainly also professional merchants in Italy; of
this we have sufficient proof in the mentions of Lombard mer-
chants who served in the army. They constituted, therefore, an
independent social class, living by purchase and sale. That they
were very numerous is proved by the fact that there was a special
regulation effecting their military service.4
1 There were also merchants who travelled in companies in the 6th century;
see the reference to Wado on the following page.
a GREGORY OP TOURS, Hist. F/Wtf., VII, 45.
8 gregory op tours, Liber in Gloria Confessorum, circa no, ss. ker. merov.,
vol. I, p. 819.
* Leges Ahistulfi regis, ed. p. bluhme, m.g.h. leges, vol. HI, in-f°, p. 196,
a° 750. These merchants were evidently the successors of those for whose
benefit Theodoric legislated in 507-511 "ne genus hominum, quod vivit lucris,
ad necem possit pervenire dispendiis" cassiodorus, op. dt., 11,26, m.g.h. ss. antiq.,
vol. XII, p. 61. Cf. a. dopsch, Wirtschqftlictie' Gntndlagen, vol. n, 2nd ed.,
p. 437; DOREN, Italienische Wirtschqftsgeschichte, 1934, p. 122, makes the obserfa-
tion that these laws of Ataulf must be traceable to more ancient texts, for in
them the merchants are already divided into several categories.
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